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_RABBI MENACHEM M. SCHNEERSON NRTIWIY 7100 Imn
2 i Lubavitch PBMIRINY

7¢ Exstern Parkway
‘Brookiyn. N. Y. 11213

493-5250 YNPIBE JIPRON 770

RIS I o)
By the Grace of G-d
22 Av, 5739
Brooklyn, N, Y,

Mr, R, Wilkes, Asst, Program Director/
Chairman, Region II Council For Mental Retardation
Coney Island Hospital

2601 Ocean Parkway, Brooklyn, N,¥. 11235

Greetix;g and Blessing:

This is in reply to your letter of Aug. 8, in which you ask for my views
on “the care and education of Jewish retarded children," octlining some of
the problems connected therewith and prevalining policies, ete.

1 must, first of all, make one essential observation, namely, that while
the above heading places all the retarded in one group, it would be a gross
fallacy to come up with any rules to be applied to all of them as a group. _For
if any child requires an individual evaluation and approach in order to achieve
the utmost in his, or her, development, how much more so in the case of the
handicapped.

Since the above is so obvious, I assume that you have in mind the most
general guidelines, with a wide range of flexibility allowing for the necessary
individual approach in each case. All the more so, since, sad to say, our
present society is poorly equipped in terms of manpower and financial.resources
1 afford an adequate personal approach to each handicapped boy and girl. Even

ore regrettable is the fact that little attention (at any rate little in relation to
the importance of the problem) is given to this situation, and congequently little
is done to mobilize more adeguate resources to deal with the problem.

Now, with regard to general guidelines, I would suggest the following:

{1) The social worker, or teacher, and anyone dealing with retarded in-
dividuals should start fromthe basic premise that the retardation is in each case
only a temborary handicap, and that in due course in could certainly be
improved, and even improved substantially. This approach should be taken
regardless of the pronouncements or prognosis of specialists in the field, The
reason for this approach is, first of all, that it is a precendition for greater
success in dealing with the retarded. Besides, considering the enormous
strides thal have been made in medical science, human knowledge, methodology,
and knowhow, there is no doubt that in this area, too, there will be far-reaching
developments. Thus, the very confidence that such progress is in the realm of
possibility will inspire greater enthusiasm in this work, and hopefully will also
stimulate more intensive research,
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{2) Just as the said approach is important fzom the viewpoint oI\(he
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